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we had for sale, for, learning that we were not traveling on
official business, they concluded that we must be traders*
My people told them that I was a T'ung-shih on my way
to Ssii-ch'uan, but the fact of my traveling without ula
puzzled them not a little; this was
something they had not been accus-
tomed to, an official traveling at his
own expense and paying for all he
required! Fortunately none of them
had ever seen a foreigner, so, though
my features were not like those of
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the men with me, they never imag-

ined that I was anything else than a Chinese, but one
from some remote part of the empire with which they
were not acquainted. My men did their best to keep them
in this opinion, feeling that on my safety depended their
own. Fortunately, also, there were in the town some
ten or eleven Chinese traders from Ta-chien-lu, and also
one of the party of my fellow-traveler in the Ts'aidam,
Fu T'ung-shih, and they exerted themselves to their
utmost to dispel the suspicions of the people and lamas,
and to further my plans. As soon as they found out that
I was not an official who could or would squeeze them,
they came promptly to . see me, and having arranged
a uniform story to tell the people, went and spread it
about the town. The Hsi-ning Chinaman said he had
known me for years, and that if any discourtesy was
shown me it would certainly bring them trouble.
As far as the people were concerned, this was enough ;
they soon became very friendly and were eager to do
anything I desired. We luckily bought from some of the
natives enough tsamba and butter to last for a day or
two, and also hay for our horses ; for on the morrow the